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"Whistler : Butterfly, Wasp, Wit, Master of the Arts, Enigma," 
with illustrations, by Haldane Macfall.' Boston, John W. Luce & 
Co. 75 cents, net. 

Whistlerian literature is interestingly augumented by an essay that is 
worthy of the reader's attention and the author's reputation. 

The delectable genre of the whole may be summed up in the opening 
sentence: "He flits across the Victorian years — gay, debonair, laughing, 
quarrelsome, huffy — a dandified exquisite of a man. insolent, charming, 
unexpected — a wit amongst the chiefest wits — and he drew his rapier 
upon them all! hidalgic, swaggering; blithely stepping into frays for 
mere love of a quip; like one of those tempestuous Spaniard dons of. his 
beloved Velasquez, hot upon His honor always, just to keep his blood 
jigging. Strutting it like a gamecock, he fought his duel; drew blood, 
and, almost before his blade was wiped, had forgotten his man, and with 
flashing eyeglass in choleric eye, was peering for another" 

Well, whoever does not want to read further is not in tune, and need 
not bother about a booklet that is worthy of its subject. 

* * * 

"Fra Angelico," by Edgcumbe Staley, with 64 illustrations. New 
York, Frederick Warne & Co. $1.25, net. 

This new volume of the Newnes Art Library opens with a concise and 
complete biography and appreciation of II Beato Frate Giovanni di Fiesola, 
commonly called Fra Angelico, by Edgcumbe Staley — the same author 
who also introduced the admirable volume on Raphael. The essay, 
divided in five chapters, covering the record of incidents in the life of 
this early Italian master is brimful of facts in which some keen obser- 
vations are intermingled. An improvement on previous numbers is found 
in a list of the chief works of the artist under discussion. 

The illustrations are in half-tone and often, after giving the whole 
canvas, furnish enlargements of the details which are palpable aids to 
intelligent study. 

Mansions of England in the Olden Time. By Joseph Nash. (In- 
ternational Studio Supplement.) 4to. Cloth $5.00 net, postage 35 
cents. 
This is a special number of the International Studio and consists for the 
most part of very handsome engravings, printed in sepia, of the stately 
homes of mediaeval England. The banquet and drawing rooms, baronial 
halls, bedrooms, courts and galleries of such historic mansions as Had- 
don Hall, Broughton Castle, Bramshill, Setton Place, Moat House, Levens, 
Hatfield Hampton Court" and Crew Hall are shown with the picturesquely 
dressed people of the days of their first glory, giving life to the pictures. 
As many of these ancestral estates exist comparatively unchanged to-day, 
save in the garb of their occupants, this album of engravings is unusually 
interesting. Mr. C. Harrison Townsend writes the introduction and the 

work is edited bv Charles Holme. 

* * * 

Important Publication on Ancient Oriental Carpets. 

The Imperial and Royal Austrian Commercial Museum at Vienna has 
during the years 1892 to 1896 published a work on Oriental tapestry 
under the title "Oriental Carpets." As a supplement and continuation to 
"Oriental Carpets" the Imperial and Royal Austrian Museum of Art and 
Industry at Vienna is now preparing a publication, showing on 25 plates 
the most important Oriental carpets discovered since 1896. Mr. A. von 
Scala, formerly Director of the Austrian Commercial Museum at Vienna, 
who is at present the head of the Austrian Museum of Art and Industry 
at Vienna, is the editor of the new work, while the introduction was 
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written by Dr. W. Bode, Director of the Kaiser Friedrich Museum at 
Berlin, who is universally recognized as the best living authority on Ori- 
ental tapestry. The carpets are reproduced by the State Printing Office 
at Vienna (Hof- und Staatsdruckerei, Wien) in a new method, each plate 
in 16 to 18 colors. The work is published by Mr. Karl W. Hiersemann, 
publisher and bookseller in Leipzig, under the title, "Ancient Oriental 
Carpets." It will be complete in the course of two years in four parts, 

the first of which is ready for distribution. 

* * * 

The feature of the second portion of the A. F. Jaurett sale, held in the 
Merwin-Clayton rooms last month, was a complete set of the important 
publications of the Grolier Club, beginning with the "Decree of Star 
Chamber," 1884, and ending with the three volumes comprising the con- 
tinuation of the bibliography of "Original and Early Editions of Eng- 
lish Writers," issued last year. The forty-six items comprising the set 
were sold separately, realizing a total of $1,409, the highest price paid 
in the auction room since the French sale five years ago. The purchaser 
of the collection was a private buyer. 
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There were sold last month at Christie's the following paintings: 

Guardi: "San Georgio Maggiore and the Giudecca Canal, Venice" $8,925 

Morland : "The Deserter Pardoned" 7.085 

Guardi: "A View of Venice" 1,890 

Guardi : "Islands Near Venice" 1,625 

Guardi: "The Interior of a Palace" 2,940 

Guardi: "An Ante-Room in a Palace" 1,310 

J. Verspronck: "Portrait of a Gentleman" 940 
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